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ORPHIR and STENNESS CHURCH 
Sunday 12th June, 2022; Trinity C 

Service Transcript 

Intimations: Nicol 

 

Introduction and Prayer 

Good morning.  It’s good to see you again.  Welcome to our worship.  Wherever you come 
from today, your presence enriches us all in this time of fellowship and celebration together. 

In a moment of quietness, let us let go of the cares and the worries of the past week, and 

know the presence of God among us. 

Pause 

 

Prayer 

Loving God, as we gather in this moment, we celebrate your welcome. 
Speak to us; challenge us; reassure us.  Take what we offer in worship and praise 

that your name may be glorified now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

Call to Worship: 

God calls us in this moment.  Jesus welcomes us to this moment. 

The Spirit unites us in this moment. 
 

Hymn 111 Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty! 

 

Opening Prayer and Lord’s Prayer (From CofS (edited)) 

From Psalm 8: 

O Lord, our Sovereign, 

how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
You have set your glory above the heavens. 

When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, 

the moon and the stars that You have established; 

what are human beings that you are mindful of them, mortals that you care for them? 

O Lord, our Sovereign, 

how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
 

Glorious God, 

it is the aim of our lives to worship you, 

the crown and glory of our souls to adore you, 

heavenly pleasure to approach you. 

Give us power by your Spirit to help us worship now, 
so that, for this short while, we may forget the world, 

and be brought into fullness of life, refreshed, comforted, and blessed. 

Give us knowledge of your goodness 

that we might not be overawed by your greatness; 

 

Let us draw near to you with holy boldness, given to us through Jesus. 

Let us approach in the power of the Holy Spirit, 
who is our Mediator, Comforter, Interpreter. 

 

Let us live wholly to our Saviour, free from distractions, 

from being hindered by the pursuit of things that do not matter. 

Remind us, we pray, that we are pardoned through the work of Jesus – 

give us a new sense of it, 
may we come to you every day, 

that we may worship you always in spirit and in truth. 

 

We give thanks, Lord God, 
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that in all things we can know the guiding and comfort of your Holy Spirit. 
Give us, we pray, not our own weak desires 

but the power of your presence, 

for this is the surest way to live in the truth. 

 

Save us from all that hinders, 

from being content with too little of your Spirit, 
from thinking that you will not give us more. 

 

When we feel our lack of you, light up life and faith, 

for when we lose sight of you, we cannot truly see. 

Teach us then what to do, 

depending only upon, and waiting always for, your light. 

Teach us to find and know fullness of your Holy Spirit 
only in Jesus Christ our Lord, in whose words we pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, for ever.  Amen. 

 

Readings:  Nicol is going to read for us today: 

 

1st Reading: 

Proverbs 8: 1-4; 22 – 31; The Gifts of Wisdom 
Does not wisdom call, 

    and does not understanding raise her voice? 

On the heights, beside the way, 

    at the crossroads she takes her stand; 

beside the gates in front of the town, 

    at the entrance of the portals she cries out: 
‘To you, O people, I call, 

    and my cry is to all that live. 

And at verse 22: Wisdom’s Part in Creation 

The Lord created me at the beginning of his work, 

    the first of his acts of long ago. 

Ages ago I was set up, 
    at the first, before the beginning of the earth. 

When there were no depths I was brought forth, 

    when there were no springs abounding with water. 

Before the mountains had been shaped, 

    before the hills, I was brought forth— 

when he had not yet made earth and fields, 

    or the world’s first bits of soil. 
When he established the heavens, I was there, 

    when he drew a circle on the face of the deep, 

when he made firm the skies above, 

    when he established the fountains of the deep, 

when he assigned to the sea its limit, 

    so that the waters might not transgress his command, 
when he marked out the foundations of the earth, 

    then I was beside him, like a master worker; 

and I was daily his delight, 

    rejoicing before him always, 
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rejoicing in his inhabited world 
    and delighting in the human race. 

 

2nd Reading: 

Romans 5: 1-5; (NRSVA): Results of Justification 

Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast 
in our hope of sharing the glory of God.  And not only that, but we also boast in our 

sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character, 

and character produces hope, and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been 

poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us. 

Amen. 

 

Hymn 600 Spirit of God, unseen as the wind" 
 

3rd Reading 

John 16: 12-15 (NRSVA) 

Jesus said: 

‘I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now.  When the Spirit of 

truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own, but will 
speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things that are to come.  He will 

glorify me, because he will take what is mine and declare it to you.  All that the Father has is 

mine.  For this reason I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you’. 

Amen.  Thanks be to God. 

 

Message:  

Three Readings today. 
The Book of Proverbs is part of the "Wisdom literature" of the Old Testament.  It introduces 

Wisdom as a person, usually a Wisdom Woman, sometimes called by the Greek word Sophia. 

In our reading from Romans, Paul explores the nature of the new life of those who have been 

‘justified by faith’. 

Our Gospel reading is part of the Farewell Discourses, Jesus’s final words of instruction and 

consolation and encouragement to his disciples.  Here he talks about the Spirit of Truth – 
maybe you heard about the Spirit at Pentecost last Sunday. 

 

From early times, as people recognized and worshipped Jesus as the Son of God, and as they 

experienced the power of the Holy Spirit through Pentecost, they came to realise that God 

has to be understood in three ways, as Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

 
This is Trinity Sunday.  The doctrine of the Trinity, three Gods in one, is foundational to 

Christianity: one of the most distinctive Christian teachings, apparently simple, but 

extraordinarily difficult to explain.  Preachers trying to explain it get into a fankle, or even 

move into heresy.  The best way forward is just to recite the formula “God in three persons, 

blessed Trinity”, accept that God is always too big for our little minds, and say no more, 

except maybe to mention God revealed to the Jewish people as loving Creator; God in Christ 

Jesus as loving Saviour, and God as Holy Spirit who personally inspires us day by day.  Our 
three readings today show that Trinitarian relationship in action. 

 

To Jesus, the Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Truth, whose job is to bring God's truth to all people.  

We call this process Revelation, and today’s passage shows us clearly how it works.   

 

Revelation is a progressive process.  There were things Jesus couldn’t tell the disciples right 
away, because they were not ready to receive them.  You can’t teach a child advanced 

mathematics when he or she is still learning elementary multiplication.  God reveals his 

wisdom to us as and when we are fit to learn. 
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There are many places in the Old Testament that call for the wholesale slaughter of men, 
women and children when an enemy city is captured.  The intention was to preserve the Jews 

and their religion from contamination by pagan or lower religions.  Jesus showed us that the 

way to preserve that purity is not to kill, but to convert the outsiders. 

 

Jesus, the Word become flesh, came into the world as a real, living person, to change the 

world, and he changed it radically, and permanently.  I think that, through the Spirit, Jesus 
continues to change the world.  There is no end to God's revelation. 

 

Some people seem to think that, from about AD 120, when the latest book in the New 

Testament was written, God stopped speaking to us.  But God’s Spirit is always active.  God 

is still, continually, revealing himself.  He is revealing himself, for instance, in the 

unimaginable advances in science, and in medicine and surgery.  I am alive thanks to cancer 

medicines that became available in 2010 and 2018.  Nowadays, if we need to go to London, 
we don’t endure a prolonged journey by boats and horse drawn vehicles, taking days or even 

weeks – we hop on a plane and get there in a matter of hours.  Nowadays, if a child has a fit 

– an epileptic seizure – we don’t look for somebody to cast out a devil: we find a specialist 

doctor who can bring a wide range of modern medicines into play.  When a scientist discovers 

something which make life better for men and women, when a surgeon discovers a new 

technique which will save lives and ease pain, when someone discovers a new treatment 
which will bring life and hope to suffering humanity, that is a revelation from God.  Revelation 

continues.  The Spirit is still at work. 

 

Our attitudes to human relationships have radically changed – compare the freedom of 

women and girls in our country with the repression they endure in Afghanistan under the 

Taliban.  In the very strongly patriarchal society of Jesus’s time, where women had virtually 

no rights, Jesus had very forthright words about divorce: but attitudes to marriage and 
divorce have changed in our very different circumstances.  We all know people who have 

divorced and remarried.  Alison and I have three of a family: all three are married, divorced, 

and very happy on second time round.  We have learned that there can be a time when a 

marriage has died.  Few people would insist that, for example, a battered wife should 

continue in marriage with her abuser. 

 
Our attitude to gender and sexual relationships has changed: we no longer stone women 

‘taken in adultery’.  While we are speaking of all this, notice that the Gospel writers Mark, 

Matthew and Luke all report in detail Jesus’s outright condemnation of divorce and 

remarriage, but nowhere is there a single word of condemnation of same-sex relationships.   

Certainly, Paul has much to say on the subject in his letters to the Corinthians, but in Corinth, 

a huge city notorious for vice and evil living, including both female and male prostitution, Paul 
was fighting to keep the struggling early church untainted by the people around them. 

 

In our day and our time we have learned that homosexuality is neither a sin to be 

condemned, nor a disease to be treated, but a biological status determined before birth; not 

a choice to be made or rejected, and we are beginning to recognise the validity of stable, 

long-term, same-sex relationships.  Indeed the law of the land forbids discrimination.  We 

need to remember that it is against the law to discriminate against anyone because of a 
whole list of things, including age, disability, race and colour, nationality, ethnic or national 

origin, religion or belief, or sexual orientation.  We need to be very careful about 

discrimination and double standards, and the vice I most fear - the vice of hypocrisy. 

‘Judge not that ye be not judged’. 

 

We have learned to recognise also that there are valuable truths to be found in other 
religions, for example the reverence for all life in Buddhism, and that, despite the atrocities 

perpetrated by minorities, the majority of Muslims believe in seeking a just and peaceful 

world. 
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Something else has changed.  Through Jesus our status with God was changed.  Irrespective 
of our faults and failures, our sin, we have been brought into a right relationship with God. 

Paul writes about the love of God demonstrated in the death of Jesus Christ, and what that 

love meant for humankind. 

 

Notice something of huge importance: Paul is quite clear that the whole saving process, the 

coming of Christ and the death of Christ, is the proof of God’s love.  Some people would have 
us believe that, on the one side, there was a gentle and loving Christ, and, on the other side, 

an angry and vengeful God; and that Christ has done something which changed God's 

attitude to men and women.  Nothing could be further from the truth.  Everything springs 

from the love of God.  Jesus did not come to change God's attitude to men and women; he 

came to show what it is, and always was.  He came to prove unanswerably that God is love. 

Jesus brings sinners into a right relationship with God even when they are still sinners.  By 

his grace he enables them to abandon their sin and become good people. 
 

This brings us back to the Trinity.  Christians live in peace with God because of Jesus Christ.  

Christians know the love of God because the Holy Spirit has poured out that love to them.  

Christians rejoice in God’s glory, which they know through Christ and the Spirit.  If Christians 

today find talk about the Trinity abstract and remote, for Paul it is a close as life itself. 

 
The bottom line?  Wisdom, Sophia, the eternal wisdom of God, present with God before the 

world began, became a man in Jesus Christ, who led us into to completely different way of 

life, and life in all its fulness. 

 

I firmly believe that, in the person of the Holy Spirit, God continues to work in this world for 

the good of all peoples in all places.  We need to be open to the Spirit and alive to his 

guidance in discerning what the message is for us today. 
Amen.  Soli Deo Gloria. 

Let us pray: 

O Breath of love, come breathe within us, renewing thought and will and heart: 

come, Love of Christ, afresh to win us, revive your Church in every part.  Amen. 

 

Let us sing that hymn: 
Hymn 595 O Breath of Life (Tune St. Clement, 220) 

 

Dedication of Offering and Prayers of Intercession. 

God of new life, out of the abundance of our lives, we offer these gifts to you. 

Through your blessing and our willingness to share, 

may these offerings become a source for hope and love in this church family, and in the 
community beyond us, in the name of Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 

Prayer of Intercession: 

Jesus said: 

‘Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.  

Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you 

will find rest for your souls.  For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.’ 
Lord God, 

we lift before you those who carry heavy burdens; 

those who find each day a challenge; 

those who struggle to see hope for the future. 

Holy Trinity, 

we bring to you all who bear the burden of relationships 
that have gone wrong and have caused division and bitterness; 

relationships in our own lives,  

where we feel inadequate or helpless or used; 

and we pray for your healing. 
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Lord, we thank you that you are the ultimate source of all hope, 
and we ask that you will use your people, your Church 

to bring hope, healing and light into the darkness today. 

 

We lift before you those who carry heavy burdens of responsibility. 

Grant your wisdom and compassion to our leaders: local and national, 

and all those around the world whose decisions will affect the lives of many. 
Where there is tension and mistrust between nations, we pray for your healing. 

At this time we pray especially for the people pf Ukraine, asking that the war there may be 

brought to an end, and peace and justice restored. 

Be with those wounded in conflict; 

those who have lost loved ones; 

lost all that they had; those driven from their homes.   

May people throughout the world join in providing help in their need. 
 

Lord, we give you thanks for those who carry burdens of responsibility in our Church,  

in Orkney and in the world.  At this time of change, may the spirit of truth and wisdom 

guide and protect all who serve, in whatever capacity, all to your glory. 

 

In a few moments of quietness, we bring to you those concerns that lie heaviest on our 
hearts today. 

Pause 

 

Loving God, hear all our prayers.  We ask in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Choir: On the wings of an Eagle 

 
Tailpiece: 

A Comment on today’s readings from Seasons of the Spirit: 

 

Sometimes we get so caught up in our living that we forget to pause and just be, "to smell 

the roses," so to speak.  To notice the beauty and the wonder of all that is around us... 

people, nature, creation.  Wisdom is calling us to take notice, to experience the wonderful joy 
and playfulness of creation and find our place within it.  God’s pure delight in humankind and 

in the world God has created.  Indeed, life comes to its fullness when we celebrate creation 

and cry out for justice for those who are unable to enjoy the fullness of life because of 

oppression by others.  In the other scriptures too, we are reminded that God has not 

abandoned us: he is with us each day, and he delights in all of creation - including us. 

 
How do you perceive God, understand God, relate to God?  

Can we recapture the joy of creating and of creation just as it is? 

Prayer: God be in our coming and going and in our being. May we become wise to the joy 

around us.  Amen. 

 

Hy 405 We sing the praise of him who died 

 
Blessing 

May the God of all creation watch over all your ways. 

May the Holy Spirt lead you in the paths of righteousness. 

May the Christ who gave Himself for you, imbue with you all wisdom, 

and may we all be bound together in eternal fellowship, 

as we serve and glorify our God – this day and for ever more. 
And the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  

be with you, and remain with you, now and always. Amen. 

 

Doxology: Hy 786 (Tune: Ae Fond Kiss) 


